
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                               
 

   

                                  
 

    

 

 

 



 

 

July 2, 2019 

July 2, 2019 

 

The Honorable Governor Gavin Newsom 

1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

Thank you for your leadership in tackling California’s water issues. We strongly agree that 

California needs a comprehensive and progressive statewide plan for sustainable water use, as 

your April 29 Executive Order (N-10-19) makes clear.  

In most years, California uses more water than its aquifers and rivers can sustain. As a result, 

public health and environmental conditions have declined to unacceptable levels and continue to 

deteriorate. Contaminated drinking water wells, endangered fish species, collapsing fisheries, 

toxic algae blooms, and land subsidence all evidence the unsustainability of California’s water 

systems. They are harbingers of even greater consequences with the likely effects of climate 

change. This is not the legacy to leave for future generations. Instead, we must leave our children 

a culture, policies, and infrastructure for sustainable water use. 

The “water resilience portfolio” (Water Portfolio) described in your April 29 Order offers the 

State the opportunity to set us on the course towards sustainable water resources management 

that would ensure fishable, swimmable, and drinkable waters for all Californians. Many of our 

organizations plan to engage with your administration to offer specific proposals for projects that 

will deploy limited water resources more efficiently.  

 

However, the Water Portfolio must be more than a list of ideas and projects to improve water use 

efficiency, storage, and transport. 

 

Preparing California for climate change will require transforming our economy into a model of 

sustainability. The Water Portfolio can be a cornerstone of this transformation. To start, we 

recommend that the Water Portfolio support two pillars of sustainability:  

 

1) Guaranteeing safe and affordable clean drinking water for all Californians; and  

2) Protecting and restoring healthy rivers and the Bay-Delta estuary, and the public benefits 

that they provide.  

 

To this end, we suggest the Portfolio include: 

• A framework that screens and prioritizes projects by their ability to achieve sustainability 

rapidly and cost-effectively. Precedence should be given to projects and funding that 

increases equity in access to reliable clean drinking water, that diversify water supply 

sources and reduce reliance on water from the Bay-Delta, and that improve water use 

efficiency and reduce demand for water in both the agricultural and urban sectors. 
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• Linkages between the Water Portfolio and actions to significantly increase instream flows 

and habitat restoration to restore and protect California’s rivers and Bay-Delta estuary 

while protecting the economy and reducing the impact of reduced water diversions in 

many years.  

• Investments in science and technology to improve water quality monitoring, storm 

forecasting, river flow measurement, water use tracking and reporting, and auditing of 

water use efficiency. 

• A reliable and ample funding stream for all aspects of the State Water Resources Control 

Board and the regional water boards: a functional water system needs strong regulators. 

 

The old models of California water policy are failing to serve the public interest, even if they 

serve private interests. The Water Portfolio should establish a new model for managing 

California’s water, grounded in the public interest and long-term sustainability. 

 

We look forward to working with your administration to help create a statewide Water Portfolio 

that establishes a new culture of water use in California built on sustainable policies and 

infrastructure. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Lynes Bill Jennings 

Director of Public Policy Executive Director 

Audubon California California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 

  

Colin Bailey Eric Wesselman 

Executive Director Executive Director 

Environmental Justice Coalition for Water Friends of the River 

  

Noah Oppenheim Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla 

Executive Director Executive Director 

Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s 

Associations 

Restore the Delta 

  

Jonathan Rosenfield, Ph.D. Kathryn Phillips 

Senior Scientist Director 

San Francisco Baykeeper Sierra Club California 

  

Melinda Booth Gary Bobker 

Executive Director Program Director 

South Yuba River Citizens League The Bay Institute 

  

Doug Obegi Brian Stranko 

Senior Attorney Water Program Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council The Nature Conservancy 
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Jeff Miller Elena DeLacy 

Executive Director Executive Director 

Alameda Creek Alliance American River Conservancy 

  

Theresa L. Simsiman Jim Cox 

California Stewardship Director State Chapter President 

American Whitewater California Striped Bass Association 

  

Roger Mammon John Buckley 

Chapter President Executive Director 

California Striped Bass Association, West 

Delta Chapter 

Central Sierra Environmental Resource 

Center 

  

Steve Evans Redgie Collins 

Wild Rivers Director Staff Attorney 

California Wilderness Coalition Cal Trout 

  

Jeff Miller Alan Levine 

Conservation Advocate Director 

Center for Biological Diversity Coast Action Group 

  

Jennifer Clary Carolee Kreiger 

Water Program Manager Executive Director 

Clean Water Action C-WIN 

  

Dan Silver Conner Everts 

Executive Director Facilitator 

Endangered Habitats League Environmental Water Caucus 

  

Caryn Mandlebaum Lowell Ashbaugh 

Water Program Director Conservation Chair 

Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation Fly Fishers of Davis 

  

Katherine K. Evatt Michael Wellborn 

President President 

Foothill Conservancy Friends of Harbors, Beaches & Parks 

  

John McManus Cindy Charles 

President Conservation Chairperson 

Golden Gate Salmon Association Golden West Women Flyfishers 

  

Doug Wilhoit Laura Allen 

CEO Co-Founder 

Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce Greywater Action 
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Noah Oppenheim Dillon Delvo 

Executive Director Executive Director 

Institute for Fisheries Resources Little Manila Rising 

  

Arthur S. Pugsley IV Andrew Mathias 

Senior Attorney President 

Los Angeles Waterkeeper Lower Sherman Island Duck Hunters 

Association 

  

Michael Martin, Ph.D. Geoff McQuilkin 

Director Executive Director 

Merced River Conservation Committee Mono Lake Committee 

  

Amber Hasselbring Mark Rockwell 

 President 

Nature in the City Northern California Council, Fly Fishers 

International 

  

Tim Woodall Darryl Rutherford 

President Executive Director 

Protect American River Canyons Reinvent South Stockton Coalition 

  

Lange Luntao Kristina Pappas 

Executive Director President 

Reinvent Stockton Foundation San Francisco League of Conservation 

Voters 

  

Bob Gutierrez Martha Camacho-Rodriguez 
Government Relations Committee Co-Chair Educator/Director 

San Joaquin County Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce 

Social Eco Education 

  

Conner Everts Jason Weiner 

Executive Director Senior Counsel 

Southern California Watershed Alliance Ventura Coastkeeper 

 

  

Melanie Winter Jasmine Leek 

Founder & Director Managing Director 

The River Project Third City Coalition 

  

Allison and David Boucher Peter Dreikmeier 

President/Project Manager Policy Director 

Tuolumne River Conservancy, Inc. Tuolumne River Trust 
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Chief Caleen Sisk Mati Waiya 

Chief & Spiritual Leader Executive Director 

Winnemem Wintu Tribe Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation 

  

 

 

cc: 

Secretary Jared Blumenfeld 

Secretary Wade Crowfoot 

Secretary Karen Ross 

State Water Resources Control Board Chair, Joaquin Esquivel 

Water Portfolio Program Director, Nancy Vogel 

Deputy Secretary and Special Counsel for Water, Tom Gibson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


